
Coastal valuation
Economic Evaluation of Coastal Land Loss in Louisiana



Purpose

Quantify and present the economic importance of 
coastal Louisiana to the nation and the state and 
the magnitude of risk to coastal assets (natural and 
manmade) and commerce posed by the land loss 
crisis



PROJECT GOALs

Estimate assets and economic activity at risk in a future without 
action:

1. Direct effect of land loss 

2. One-time losses due to increased storm risk

3. Impact on other states and the nation
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2012 Master Plan:  Future without Action



Economic Activity and Land Loss



Economic Impact from:   Direct Land Loss

• Most land loss is marsh land
• Limited lower-elevation assets (people build on 
highest land available)

• Permanent losses



Economic Impact from:   Increased Storm Risk

Storm Surge, 2014

Storm Surge, 2064

Non-Storm Condition, 2014

• Much larger numbers and values for 
property at risk 

• Business interruption/flows important

• One time losses



Economic Impact:   On Other States



Two Broad Types of Impact:   Stocks and Flows
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Hurricane damage:   100 year flood



Hurricane Tracks for Case Study:   E2 and w2



Storm Surge for two Case Studies



Project Timeline

Working Groups

Steering Committee Conference Call | October 2014

First Interim Report | December 2014

Comments on Interim Report Due Back | February 2015

Second Interim Report | April 2015

Final Comments Due Back (Conference Call) | May 2015

Final Report | June 2015

Presentation to Steering Committee | July 2015



Project deliverables

• Data repository of assets and business activities in coastal area

• Maps showing locations of assets and business activities

• Narrative report outlining methodology and results

• Executive summary presentation

• Public and conference presentations


