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Section 408 Authority

 33 USC 408 provides authority that the Secretary of the Army may 

permit alteration to existing Corps projects if the alteration:

1) Does not impair the usefulness of the project; and 

2) Is not injurious to the public interest

 Approval authority delegated to Chief of Engineers for Major 

Alterations  

 The District cannot issue a Section 404/10 Permit Decision until 

Section 408 approval is obtained
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Section 408 Decision Making

 USACE Implementation Guidance dated 17 Nov 08

 Principles in USACE Decision Making: Lower Mississippi River 

Diversions (2 Aug 13)

 Overview of Applicant Requirements for Section 408 Request to 

Alter an Existing Federal Project Related to Proposed Lower 

Mississippi River Diversions (User’s Guide)

 Section 408 Process Flow Chart for Major River Diversions  
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